
Advent 1 - B - 1 
IS 63:16B-17, 19B; 64:2-7; 1 COR 1:3-9; MK 13:33-37 

 This year, due to COVID, many of us might have kept away from the usual Black Friday 

melee that is such an exciting thing for some.   But whether in-store looking for deals, or 

searching on-line to find a hidden treasure - we are on the look out for that rare bargain.  I know 

that I was on-line looking for something on Friday, I saw the same item for sale at one site for 

$30.00 and at another for $12.00, guess you’ve gotta keep your eyes open!  I was amazed about 

the focus that’s needed - the choices are overwhelming - you to sift out the unnecessary, the bad 

deals, and the over priced, from the true prizes.  Life is like this too.  There are so many choices 

about how to live our lives, some are not actually the deal that they seem to be.  We have to try to 

figure out where are the true prizes, and which are dead ends wrapped up in slick packaging. 

 Today we begin the season of Advent and a new Church year.  The word Advent means 

“a coming.”  We start the Church year awaiting the coming of Jesus.  His coming at Christmas is 

the beginning of our hope for the future.  His coming at Christmas is in some way a great prize - 

a treasure - hidden among a lot of the flashy lights and bogus sales in the world.  Each year we 

are called to slow down and look - to see beyond the glitz of the world - to see again the presence 

of Jesus in the world.  It is only after we see this that we can take advantage of it - just like you 

can only take advantage of that great deal in the store if your eyes are peeled.  Jesus doesn’t want 

us to miss the great deals of life, Jesus wants to give us something that is better than what the 

world offers us.  He says in the Gospel today: Be watchful! Be alert! … you do not know when 

the Lord … is coming, … May he not come suddenly and find you sleeping.  What I say to you, I 

say to all: Watch!  But watch for what, what is this that he offers us when we allow him to enter 

our lives as he entered the world at Christmas? 

 To really know this we  have to be aware of how much we have missing in our lives.  The 

material possessions, the excitements, the things we can spend money on - all these are 

temporary and are really not the great deal that the salespersons of the world put them out to be.  

Jesus calls us to watch for that baby in the manger that we might walk past as we go to get 

something flashier that is under a bright sign and a loud voice saying “come and get it.”  He calls 

us to hear the gentle coo of that child and to turn in that direction.  In this quiet place we can find  

an immediate peace as we encounter Jesus, and also find a lasting future satisfaction - a 



satisfaction that Jesus comes at Christmas to make possible.  It really is a great deal.  But as I 

said, we may not go looking for it unless we really see how much we need it. 

 And we do have to see how much we need what Jesus brings in order to get the 

maximum value out of Advent.  The theologian Dietrich Bonhoeffer has said: ”The celebration 

of Advent is possible only to those who are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor 

and imperfect, and who look forward to something greater to come." This is a sentiment echoed 

by the prophet Isaiah in the first reading:  Would that you might meet us doing right … [But] we 

have all withered like leaves, and our guilt carries us away like the wind.  O LORD, you are our 

father; we are the clay and you the potter: we are all the work of your hands.  The prophet’s wish 

is that he would meet the Lord doing right, but recognizes that he is not there yet.  He longs to be 

able to meet the Lord in an open way and allow himself to be moulded by the Lord - because 

God molds int he way that leads to ultimate success.  We have to give up our need to mould 

ourselves, we have to turn our attention not to things of the world that give promises they can’t 

deliver, but to things of the Lord which help to mould us into why we were meant to be and bring 

us a different kind of peace and satisfaction. 

 It may be easier for us to accept keeping a look out for the Lord, than to surrender 

ourselves to be moulded.  But it is in that letting go of our need to control, and by peacefully 

accepting the newborn Jesus that we will find true peace.  Sin keeps us from seeing the baby, our 

own self-will keep us from hearing him, and our stubbornness may keep us from entering the 

stable to meet him.  But to pray, and watch, and wait, to offer our selves and our gifts to him as 

the Wise Men did - then we will be open to the grace of Jesus which supplies our needs in ways 

that we do not understand.  St. Paul tells us as he did the members of church of Corinth:  I give 

thanks to my God always on your account … so that you are not lacking in any spiritual gift as 

you wait for the revelation of our Lord Jesus Christ.  I give thanks that there is such a great 

treasure out there to be found - and I urge us all to listen carefully to the words our Lord speaks 

to us this Advent, to reflect on what distracts us from a peaceful and comforting relationship with 

Jesus, and to freely put down that overpriced item from the world that demands so much from us 

yet will eventually rust, and go for the gift that brings true peace.  A gift we receive when we 

listen to that quiet voice and follow Jesus.  May you have a blessed Advent and let us watch 

together! 


